SOUTH AUSTRALIAN ONLINE PUBLICATIONS

Preservation of South Australian online publishing is a major challenge that it is neither possible nor desirable for the State Library to attempt to meet in isolation. Collaboration with

a range of partners is essential.

Legal Deposit

The current Libraries Act refers only to physical items in relation to legal deposit and does not include online publishing or electronic documents circulated via e-mail. It is currently necessary for the State Library to gain permission from publishers to archive online publications.

A review of this situation is required, with possible outcomes including a draft amendment to the Act broadening the scope of legal deposit to include online publishing, if this is deemed to be an appropriate course to take.

Scanned images

Much online publishing consists of Word documents or scanned images of print material in portable document format (PDF)). Where this material is still published in hard copy, the State Library will continue to focus on acquiring it in that form through legal deposit. If scanned images are only distributed online, the State Library will selectively acquire them and may print them for storage in hard copy or store them electronically after seeking permission from the publisher.

Born-digital

Content that is created purely for online access and has no separate existence in hard copy – including websites, some electronic journals and Web-logs (commonly known as Blogs) – is referred to as born-digital.

The State Library does not have the resources to preserve this material alone, and will work in partnership with other libraries and archives and with the publishing sector to develop policies, strategies, technologies and standards to enable important born-digital publications to be preserved.

PANDORA

The State Library is a partner in PANDORA (Preserving and Accessing Networked Documentary Resources of Australia). Initiated by the National Library, this project seeks to archive selected born-digital publications, including any sound and moving images, in a form that resembles the original as closely as possible.

Contributing to PANDORA is likely to be the primary means of preserving and providing access to South Australian online publications for some time, possibly in tandem with other collaborative approaches as they develop.

Collecting Intentions

The State Library selects websites using guidelines based on those developed by the National Library for PANDORA:

A significant proportion of the work should be about South Australia

Generally the item must be available online only

Sites associated with significant South Australian events such as the Adelaide Festival of Arts are a priority

High priority is given to authoritative publications with long-term research value 

State Government publications only available online and intended for public distribution will be collected comprehensively. However, organisational records and drafts will not be included

Online electronic books will be a collection priority. Online access to the archived copy of commercially produced (pay-for-view) electronic books may be restricted or embargoed to ensure that the publishers commercial rights are protected

Educational sites will only be selected if they are particularly interesting in terms of presentation or content. Some award winning school sites may be archived as representative examples

Online exhibitions may be selected if no printed catalogue is available, or if the online version demonstrates significant additional features, including historical or interpretive information

Official community sites will be selected if the focus is information about the experiences, activities and concerns of the South Australian community

Substantial literary works (e.g. novels, poetry or short stories) will be considered for archiving regardless of whether the author is previously established in print

Organisational sites are selected on a very limited basis and must contain substantial information not available elsewhere (e.g. in published annual reports)

Personal sites are selected on a very limited basis if they provide information of outstanding research value unavailable elsewhere or are of exceptional quality or display features of particular interest

Official sites documenting religious views of South Australians may be selected. Sites that publish personal expressions of religious faith will not be selected

Documents and serials distributed via email as portable document format (PDF) files or similar will be considered for archiving if they meet the general criteria for selection.

Exclusions

Drafts and works in progress

Promotional sites and advertising

Sites that mostly consist of links to other sources

Organisational records

Theses (at this stage, regarded as the responsibility of the Australian Digital Theses Project).

Other publications not considered authoritative but that provide an example of the way South

Australian society and culture are represented on the Internet will be chosen selectively.

Conclusion

These collecting intentions are an ideal that the State Library does not have the resources to achieve at present. Many technical and logistical barriers to archiving certain kinds of file published on the Internet also exist.

It is essential that the State Library work collaboratively with the National Library, other collecting institutions, the State Government and the South Australian Internet community to develop strategies, technologies, policies and standards for preserving online content. In addition to the PANDORA approach, which has to be highly selective, a “quick and dirty” method of capturing the entirety of South Australian online publishing at regular intervals is required. This is more likely to occur in the context of a national approach to capturing the entire Australian Web domain with the National Library taking a leadership role.
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