PAGE  
2

[image: image1.jpg]NATIONAL

53

ARCHIVE





	Subject:
	PANDORA Selection Guidelines

	Date of Issue:
	April 2008
	Date of Effect:
	June 2008

	Summary of Guideline:
This Guideline contains:

· Guidelines for selecting websites

	Staff Affected:
	Moving Image Branch

	Contact Officer(s):
	Rohan Lilley

	AFC Related Policy: 
	
Collection Policy




PANDORA Selection Guidelines
Outline

The National Film and Sound Archive (NFSA) is responsible for researching and archiving Internet sites that relate to Australia’s film, television, recorded sound, and their associated Indigenous output sectors.
Both the National Library of Australia (NLA) and NFSA are operating on the basis that anything is publicly available on the Internet is ‘published’.

Online/Internet titles are different from orthodox titles.  Internet titles are often mounted on the Internet without the quality filtering mechanism.  Some Internet sites are published by the general public.  Consequently, standards are much more variable.

Distinctions between traditional categories of media such as motion picture film, video or recorded sound are blurred in the electronic environment.  The potential volume of material to be dealt with is overwhelming in relation to the resources available.  A high degree of selectivity is therefore necessary.

NFSA will not attempt to preserve all versions/editions of a selected Internet site.  In the online environment, titles can and often do change frequently and it is not feasible to capture all instances of change.  Prior to archiving an Internet site, a technical and contextual analysis is conducted, and a decision made on the frequency of capture desirable.  The Internet site pattern and the importance/relevance will be factors affecting this decision.  Some Internet titles will be captured as comprehensively as possible, while others may have a ‘single instance’ taken of them at regular intervals.

In general, where there are both online and physical format versions available, the online version will still be selected for preservation as this represents the ‘look and feel’ of the Internet version.

Content

Content is the pre-eminent factor in determining selection.  A significant proportion of the Internet title should:

(i)   Be about Australian film, TV, radio, recorded sound, multimedia, and their associated Indigenous output.

(ii)  Be on a subject of social, political, cultural, scientific or economic significance that is relevant to NFSA’s existing selection guidelines.

The Internet site may be located on an Australian or overseas server.

Future use
A primary consideration in selecting Internet sites for archiving is ‘research value’ to document the evolution of the Internet site in a technological context and to provide a representative example of that respective online version.

Early Internet sites may be considered to have future research value as electronic incunabula, and may be selected as a record of the beginnings of online material.  Similarly, subject to technical feasibility, titles that exhibit innovative use of developing and innovative technology would be selected.

Relevant Internet titles without physical format equivalents will not be preserved by NFSA if they are preserved by the other institutions – e.g. Yothu Yindi, Cinemedia, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra.

Support or sponsorship by an official funding body is not in itself sufficient grounds for preservation.

Selection Guidelines for Specific Categories of Material

Government Internet sites

NFSA will preserve Federal, State and local government Internet sites only if:

(i) The content relates to NFSA collecting priorities; 

(ii) The site documents the influence put upon the new media technology; and

(iii) The title is not preserved by another institution.

Organisational and company sites

Organisational sites and company sites are selected.  In the case of organisational sites, those that provide substantial information about functions, projects, research, etc. may be preserved.  

Company sites are those that provide a service to the AV industries – e.g.. Digital netcasters like www.wiredaudio.com.au or the Australian PC game developer, www.ratbaggames.com
Personal sites
Personal sites, like privately made home movies, reflect the views and culture of all Australians in the context of Australian film, TV, radio, recorded sound, multimedia, etc.  In addition, personal sites:

(i) Can be defined as those sites that are published by an individual or small group.
(ii) Can include a fan web site for a favourite artist.  
(iii) May only be preserved if they contain quality information not available elsewhere
(iv) May contain unique multimedia systems and have cultural relevance to NFSA existing collection guidelines.

Official sites
Official sites are those published by the artist(s) themselves or by their management, label or production company – e.g.  www.thewaifs.com.au (The Waifs) or contracted by the artist(s) to publish the site.  i.e. www.webweaver.com.au/brielle/  (Brielle Davis).

